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Clare Valley • Malbec Cabernet • 2017

Grapes: Malbec, Cabernet
Alcohol (abv): 14.5%
Total Acidity: 6.2 g/L

Residual Sugar: 0.53 g/L
Wine pH: 3.51
Cellar Potential: 6 years

“Common” Malbec taking on the “Noble” Cabernet. Who will succeed?! 

The Story
On one side the wealthy nobles of the land - The Nobs - and on the other were the sans 
noblesse - then called The Snobs - those lacking the good fortune to be born into privilege.

They fought over the highly prized,  stream of copper ore that was discovered in nearby Burra. 
The government put the mining rights up for tender - for the sum of £20,000. Whispers spread, 
such was the furore that this news made it all the way to the east coast. The locals feared their 
prize being stolen from under their noses so, (reluctantly) our local aristocrats and shopkeepers 
combined resources in order to cover the full cost. With the land secured, both sides ended 
their temporary, uncomfortable, coalition. Battle lines were drawn in the split of their 20,000 
acres of land.

But history tells us the little guys won out. It was the local tradesmen who achieved incredible 
wealth beyond their wildest dreams while the noblemen suffered a much more ignominious 
fate...

The Wine
For over 150 years, the Clare Valley has been famed for its gorgeous scenery, rolling hills and 
some of the nation’s finest vineyards. The secret is the region’s unique terroir - it’s the perfect 
unison of geography, geology and climate - that result in some of Australia’s best fruit... that 
packs a real punch!  The growers hold a sense of pride in their solitude from the neighbouring 
regions and their influences. 

Richard Hughes is our source, the quintessential gent who takes great pride in his work. The 
great great grandson of former Australian Prime Minister Billy “Little Digger” Hughes and all-
round nice bloke!

Tasting Note 
Dark purple hues with a cedary oak note, supported by a rich plum and blackberry note from 
the Malbec. A soft and structured tannin profile supports this great wine with lovely length on 
the palate.

Food Pairing
A deliciously slow-cooked belly pork with some barbecue sauce or even a dash of Chinese 
spice. Nicely charred steak - still bloody in the middle - will do just fine too!


